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order to get the rice and the buffalo's head The idea
of carrying the head and rice round a village, so the
people said, is to draw a kind of cordon on every side
of it and prevent the entrance of the evil spirits.
Should any one in the town refuse to subscribe for the
festival, his house is omitted from the procession, and
left to the tender mercies of the devils. This proces-
sion Is called ball karanam ;z and in this district inams,
rent-free lands, are held from Government by certain
families of Madigas for performing it, Besides the
buffalo, large numbers of sheep and goats and fowls are
sacrificed, each householder giving at least one animal.
The head Madiga who kills the animals takes the carcass
and distributes the flesh among the members of his
family. Often cases come into the courts to decide
who has the right to kill them. As the sacrifice cannot
wait for the tedious processes of the law, the elders of
the village settle the question at once, pending an
appeal to the courts. But in the town of Masulipatam, a
Madiga is specially licensed by the Municipality for the
purpose, and all disputes are avoided.
Cocanada. At Cocanada there is only one Grama-
Devata, Nukalamma (from Nuku, a Tamil word, mean-
ing "to beat") ; but she is very ill-tempered, they
told me, and gives much trouble. Curiously enough,
the present pujari is a woman of the fisherman caste.
The oiSce was hereditary in her family and she is
the only surviving member of it. A male relative
acts as deputy-pujari. Offerings are made to Nuka-
lamma every day, doubtless on account of her temper.
One custom I found observed here, which is not un-
common in these parts. When a victim's head has
been cut off, it is put before the shrine and water poured
on it. The offerer then waits to see whether the
mouth opens. If it does, it is a sign that the sacrifice
is accepted.2 Another ceremony observed here is
significant and, doubtless, a relic of the primitive idea
1 Sanksrit for " presentation of the offering."
u Seep. 55 n, 1, above.